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Pioneer’s Golden Age of Growth, and Change

Reaching the halfcentury
mark is an important
milestone in any company’s
history. It is not only cause
for celebration, but one for
retlection as well, What were
the historic ingredienes which
led to Ploneer's formation,
and whar factors have led ro
the comparny’s continued
growth?

The ground work for what
was o become [‘ia\hl.'l.'f. Ine.
began in 1931, when
Herman A. Shields, a
Meridian, MS resident,
formed his auromaotive pares
sales wpency, The Herman A,
Shietds Company took him
to the suromeotive rebuilders
and parts jobbers throughout
the Sourheastern U3, during
the preswar vears (long betore
Incerseates, FAX machines,
computers and WATS
service). It prospered because
of his dedication to personal,
customer contacr. Shields'

Tennessee for finding
solurions to problems. Many
of his jobbercustomers of the
rime were rebuilding clurches,
and he and his employess
lent & close ear to their
productsourcing problems,
and to find solutions,

Thar "can do” philosophy
of prowviding the hard to find
priducts was the bedrock

0 ATYYOTE Servicing the
automotive market. The war
made obraining the basic
L"l'n'l.i'lﬁﬁ AU E F:l-il.ri'b'
extremely difficule. However,
Herman Shields had o
resources oo secure these
products, and thar led
the formation of Fioneer
[‘ruduC[é. Bur it wasn't unril
1946 chat Pioneer Products

n:.tpnnsﬂ'v]i: for the enkry of
Pioneer Produces inmo the
engine parts market. While
Pioneer Products wasa
proweing entity, the Herman
A, Shields Company was not
seanding still. The sales
apency was not only a major
facror in the clutch rebuild-
ing market, it was a leader in
the disgribution of engine
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Proud of the past...Committed to the future

upon which Ploneer, Ine, was
formed, which continues
today, Combined with
emploving the rght people
for the job (t hen and now!, it
served po build not -.e-ni!_.' i
solid sales agency, bur also a
progressive manufacrurer.

became 3 separate business
entity, with the arrival of
Emmett Holcomb, Mr.
Shields’ brotherin-law, as cor
manager, In 1948, Ploneer
Products became
incorporated.

[n 1965, H, Alex Shiclds

parts in the southeastern
LLE., as well. One of the
lines represented ar the ime
s Biltmore Froducts
{Rochester, NY), and when
the compary was for sale,
Pioneer Produces acquired
it, leading to a major growth

company, with a sabes force af
12 fulltime men, gained the
FEPUERHCN AMONE CUSTOmens
in Mississippd, Alabama,
CGeorgia, Florida and

It was World War 11
which was the
formation of Ploneer, The
war raised many challenges

catalysr for the

I hope thar each of
yonahad a safe and
happy holiday season.
As we share the
happiness of the
season with our
family and friends,
ote tends o reflect
upon the events of
the past vear, and o anricipare the
opporrunitics of the coming year, The
start of each new year also represents a
chance o start again...a new berinning,
1996 will be a special year for all of us
at Pioneer. Although we eagerly anticipate
the next phases of our successful business

I.H . Ward

President’s Message:

programs — 1996 represents another
imporrant milestone...our 50th
Anniversary,

As we reflect back upon our history,
Pionweer has much o be rhankful tor.
We have experienced significant success
over the years. We are a company that
owes its roots, values and mission o
aur company’s founder — the lare
Herman A, Shields, He was a visionary
who initiated our basic, core value w
prowvide excellent customer service, and
whao built Pioneer’s repusation as “The
Heome For Hard to Find Pares.” We are
also grateful for the leadecship provided
by his son, Alex Shields, and Mr.

(Herman's son) joined the
compary, and became the
General Manager in 1979,
During thae period, Alex was

in the engine parts
prisduce line.
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Shiclds” brotherin-law, the lare Emmett
Holeomby, These three gentlemen puided
this company through its successful
formative years in an everchanging
automotive aftermarker,

We have also been blessed to have
cutstanding owners over the yeaes -
beginming with the Shields family to the
Barnes Group years, and today, U5,
We also would like o thank cur business
partners without whom none of this
would bave been possible: our loyal
customers, sales representatives, suppli-
ers, and our dedicaced q"mplm,x:-:ﬁ. Each of
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